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Newsletter 
President’s Message 

Continued on page 2 

A new U.S. President will have been elected by the time this article is published.  I wonder who it 
will be and how their actions and initiatives will impact Social Studies and education overall.  I 
strongly believe that no matter who is at the helm, we all can continue to strive to strengthen and 
enrich the field of Social Studies.  It can be an interesting exercise to contemplate that our goals 
and efforts can and will continue regardless of the leadership of the country. On the other hand, it 
can be nerve wracking to consider how the leadership will nuance what specific goals and hurdles 
we will need to deal with in the coming years. 

 
As I began my term as CNYCSS President I am filled with both pride and hope, as well as anxiety 
for our field of Social Studies and the teaching profession.  Pride for being a part of such a long-
standing organization that I have always seen as contributing so much to the region’s teachers.  If 
you were able to attend the Fall Workshop or the Annual PD Day we hope that you found the     
experiences enriching.  Both events involve contributions from our highly engaged board members 
and I want to encourage you to reach out to them or myself with your thoughts, reflections, and 
hopes for the future.  Both events were strongly attended and one feature that was inspirational for 
me was the representation of so many grade levels at both events. Anxiety as there continues to 
be some elements of uncertainty in light of the memo SED released in June 2016 about the revised 
implementation of Regents exams. 

 
The SED Memo delivered in June 2016, immediately before our last CNYCSS Board meeting for 
the school year, felt a great like a punch to the stomach.  Why?  So many of us have been working 
double time to make the transition to the new frameworks.  We have embraced the inquiry-design 
model and the C3 framework, and focused on refining and deepening our coverage of the Social 
Studies skills.  The memo does not necessarily change the path we have taken nor has it made our 
work so far pointless. I suppose it is the effort and energy so many of us, K-12, had invested into 
being ready “on time” that made the memo’s revised implementation feel like the wind was taken 
out of our sails.  Over the summer, as the anti-climatic mood was processed and reframed I believe 
the revised implementation presents a unique opportunity. 

 
The initial timeline was an extremely rushed timeline that was going to, for the sake of poignancy, 

victimize our students who would be the first to take the Global Regents in its revised form. They 

would not have had the chance to be in elementary classrooms where the frameworks had been 

adopted and their middle school classrooms had just barely had time to process the new frame-

works with an emphasis on inquiry.  In that sense, the revised timeline is now allowing for a more 

thoughtful and authentic development of the new assessment, which you know, if you were at the 

October PD Day, is developed by New York State teachers.  It is also allowing our teachers time to 

more fully integrate the new framework at all grade levels so that the first cohort that will be taking 

the new Regents will have been in classrooms, K-8, which will have had time to make the shifts 

highlighted in the Field Guide and Toolkit. 
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If you get a chance, compare the previous frameworks to the new frameworks for grade 3, 4, 5, 
and 6.  What you will hopefully notice is that our colleagues teaching these grades, in addition 
to teaching multiple other curricular areas, dealing with the obligations of state tests in ELA and 
Math, also have had new content added to their Social Studies curriculum.  In recent years, I 
have made an effort to attend sessions that are designed for elementary grades.  What I have 
discovered underscores that the new framework provides a prime opportunity for all grade   
levels to grow together and strengthen all of our curricular efforts to benefit our students.  I 
would like to encourage all of us to seek out opportunities for “vertical articulation” with our   
colleagues who are diligently working in the grades before and the grades ahead of us.   

 
The Fall Workshop gave many members the chance to speak with Chittenango’s Bolivar      
Elementary 3rd grade team.  The work they have done with the Toolkit and the Inquiries is 
nothing short of awe-inspiring.  As a team they broke down each of the grade 3 inquiries, 
worked through the suggested resources, and then pieced the inquiries back together into a 
unit that is available in a binder to their entire team.  It took well over a year and they were able 
to secure a grant to assist, but when you see what they have accomplished and witness their 
enthusiasm and the collegiality the process developed, you know that they have a model that is 
working.  As a teacher in their district, viewing the depth and quality of their work I am excited 
for the day when I have their students in my room.  Their example also motivates me to keep 
working on my implementation of the new framework, Inquiry-Design Model, and other          
resources from the Field Guide and Toolkit. 

 
How to begin? Listen. Ask questions. Celebrate.  One strategy is to just find a colleague in the 
earlier grades who you know teaches Social Studies and ask them about their best             
practices.  Or, ask your students about some of their favorite Social Studies experiences and 
find out who the teacher was that created that experience.  Email the teacher and let them 
know the great comments their past students are sharing and then ask them to meet with you 
sometime and share the details of that positive experience.   
 
The opportunity for growth that benefits our students and our profession may require a careful 
balance of prioritizing state assessments but also prioritizing the goals we have for our         
students beyond the standardized measures.  In many ways, this is what makes the new     
emphasis on the Inquiry Design Model and Social Studies skills a tremendous opportunity.   

 
Talking across grade levels and across buildings can be incredibly challenging as we each are 
invested in our own teaching obligations.  However, if you are able to initiate a conversation 
with a colleague in the grades prior, particularly our elementary and middle school colleagues, 
with a completely open mind that turns off the “why aren’t you doing it this way” or “why aren’t 
you teaching this topic” mindset, you will likely be pleasantly enlightened as to all the            
tremendous and excellent work every grade level is contributing to the success of the students.  
  
Be encouraged. We have been given the gift of time to continue our transition efforts, acquire 
and develop new resources, and most importantly, time to reach out to each other for           
support.  Please feel invited to stay in communication with the CNYCSS Board regarding      
efforts you, your District, your department, or your building are embarking on that you are     
finding beneficial. 

President’s Message, continued from page 1 
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So many of our members are out in the profession accomplishing greatness and deepening their 
knowledge in order to enhance their students’ classroom experiences. However, we do not always 
get to hear about it.  This article’s purpose is to recognize Ericka Garcia’s accomplishments in the 
area of Holocaust Studies.   
She recently received the honor of a grant to study in Israel.  Many of you may have heard of or 
even participated in the Echoes and Reflections curriculum series.  They have even recently held 
or will be holding a few events in our region this November.  Through the generosity of one of the 
Echoes and Reflections benefactors Garcia was able to spend time in Israel studying Jewish      
history and the Holocaust.  She spent the bulk of her time in Jerusalem studying, learning and  
participating in lectures and field trips with the aid of Yad Vashem, which is the International    
Center for Holocaust Studies.  Over the course of 80 hours of instructional time Garcia was able to 
travel throughout Israel and the West Bank.   
Below is a description of the event from the Echoes and Reflections website: 

“The 2016 Echoes and Reflections Advanced Learning Seminar, a rigorous professional development oppor-
tunity, brought together 22 educators from 13 states to engage in a deep exploration of Holocaust education at 
Yad Vashem in Israel. Globally recognized as a leader in Holocaust education and research, the team at Yad 
Vashem organized an ambitious ten-day agenda of intensive, immersive learning among artifacts, memorials, 
and archives. Expert scholars challenged participants to think critically and strategically about how to ap-
proach this topic with students.” 

She’s been able to use her experiences in many of her courses in her home district of             
Baldwinsville.  She has been able to integrate her experiences in her Sociology, Global History 
and Advanced Placement World History classes.  Below is a sample of the titles of the various  
lectures and field trips she experienced as a result of the grant: 
 
The Unprecedentedness of the Holocaust 
 
Tour of the Holocaust History Museum 
 
Survivor Testimony 
 
Between Life and Death: The Dilemmas of the Mothers in Lodz Ghetto 
 
Tour of the Yad Vashem Art Museum 
 
Guided Tour of the Western Wall Tunnels in the Old City 
 
Tel Aviv Tour 
 
Music of the Jews in the Holocaust as a Form of Resistance 
 
Tour of the “Shuk” (marketplace) in Jerusalem 
 
Tour of Northern Israel 
 
The Korczak Monument and the Children’s Memorial 

 
 

If you have not yet attended an Echoes and Reflection workshop, please be on the lookout 

for them.  If you have attended an Echoes and Reflection workshop and have not viewed the     

materials in awhile then please find your binder and dust it off as there is an abundance of rich  

material. 

Note:  If you or a colleague is engaged in interesting projects or opportunities please share them 
with CNYCSS members.  We can inspire and motivate each other as well as celebrate the        
success of others. 

CNYCSS Member Spotlight: Ericka Garcia 
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Museum Partnerships Work 
There is no certainty that many of you were not already partnering with museums.  Field trip   
memories can be very powerful no matter how much pre-planning a teacher does.  However, the      
experience that classroom teachers from Fayetteville-Manlius shared at the museum session of 
the October PD Day illustrate that with additional planning the experience can achieve much more 
depth of meaning for the students and include the development of meaningful Social Studies 
skills.   
 
Comparing and contextualizing, geographical reasoning, chronological reasoning and causation 
as well as gathering, interpreting, and using evidence moves beyond the classroom and into real 
world scenarios when used at a museum site.  For many of our museum partners can dovetail 
with the Social Studies skill of civic participation as so many of our museum partners resulted from 
various civic efforts by community members or state government.  The Onondaga Historical       
Association, Chittenango Landing Canal Boat Museum, the Seward House, the Erie Canal       
Museum, and the  National Abolitionist Hall of Fame are just a few of the historic sites that have 
enthusiastic and professional staff who have the heart and passion of educators.   
 
The teacher presenter from the October PD Day highlighted two components of her partnership 
with the museum site that may be relatively rare.  Her students worked on a question before they 
attended the museum.  What a great tailored approach to an off-site experience that will deepen 
the learning and increase the potential for retention of learning.  PBL-esque in some ways, the 
other component she included was that the students will share a presentation about what they  
experienced when they return from the experience.  What an excellent accountability element that 
provokes the students to think of themselves as creators and not just consumers of knowledge. 
From what I could observe from the museum  

partners who presented, there is a resurgence in the vibrancy of local historical sites.  It couldn’t 

be happening at a better time as so many of us are striving to fine tune the integration of an       

inquiry design model into our curriculums.  Though the number of changes in our field have been 

overwhelming, as we move through each year I am struck by how positive so many of the     

changes have been and can be.  The emphasis on Social Studies skills coupled with the Inquiry-

Design model and partnered with museum experiences can enrich and empower our student’s 

lives and lead to extraordinary opportunities for civic engagement. 

Please consider viewing and contacting the museums mentioned above.  Their representatives at 
the October PD Day are eager and enthusiastic to partner with our classrooms. 
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Autumn Books for All Seasons 
By Mary M. Duffin 

SING A SEASON SONG  by Jane Yolen, illustrated by Lisel Jane Ashlock. Creative Edi-
tions, 2015. Hardcover. ISBN 978-1-568-46-255-4 

This is a beautifully illustrated book with rhyming text that shares with us the four     
seasons.  The author introduces us to the shivering cold of winter; the fresh signs of 
spring; the toe-wiggling freedom of summer; and the leaf –dripping days of fall.  Each 
season is celebrated for many different reasons but one never fails to roll right into the 
next.  This is a poetic tribute to the characteristics of the four periods of the year.  The 
information and pictures help students better understand time, change and the cyclical 
nature of the seasons. 

Recommended for Grades K-2 

WILMA UNLIMITED by Kathleen Krull and illustrated by David Diaz. Houghton 
Mifflin Harcourt,1996.  Softcover. ISBN 978-0-15-201267-0 

This is a biography about how Wilma Rudolph became the world’s fastest 
woman.  Wilma was an African-American who overcame crippling polio as 
child to become the first woman to win three gold medals in track in a single 
Olympics in Rome, Italy in 1960.  She was born in Tennessee in 1940, was a 
small and sickly as a young child and at the age of five was stricken with po-
lio.  Wilma kept moving but constantly did exercises, wore braces and finally 
began to walk again.  She played basketball in high school but impressed a 
college coach with her running.  She won a full athletic scholarship in track 
and field to Tennessee State University.  At the end is the author’s note 
which tells us she retired as a runner in 1962 and became a teacher and a 
coach and founded the non-profit Wilma Rudolph Foundation to nurture 
young athletes.  A very inspiring book to share with children.   

Recommended for Grades 2 to 6 

SIX DOTS by Jen Bryant, illustrated by Boris Kulikov. Alfred a. Knopf, 
2016. 

Hardcover.  ISBN: 978-0-449-81337-9 

This is a biography of young Louis Braille who lost his sight at the age 
of five.  He was a clever boy and determined to live like everyone else, 
and what he wanted most of all was to be able to read.  At the age of 
15 he invented his own alphabet, a whole system for writing that he 
could read by touch.  A system so ingenious which 

is still used by the blind community today.  The illustrations on black 
pages help the reader better understand Louis’ frustrations in not  
being able to use his eyes.  At the end of the book is a very informative 
Author’s note about Louis Braille’s life and followed by two pages of 
questions and answers about his life and resources about him and 
more about using braille.  An inspiring book for students to learn how 
a child helped others with his invention and made it possible for them 
to read and write. 

Recommended for Grades 2 to 6. 
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MADAM PRESIDENT  written and illustrated by Lane  Smith.  
Hyperion Books, 2008. 

Hardcover. ISBN -13: 978-1-4231-0846-7 

The story is about a young girl who imagines what her day would 
be like if she were Madam President.  She knows that her day 
would include executive orders to give, babies to kiss and tuna 
casseroles to veto--- and so much more! With deadpan wit and 
hilarious illustrations, best selling picture book creator            
introduces readers to an unforgettable new character.  It is   
timely in this presidential election year. 

Recommended for Grades K – 4. 

FINDING WINNIE by Lindsay Mattick, illustrated by Sophie Blackall.  
Little, Brown and Company, 2015.  Hardcover. ISBN: 978-0-316-
32490-8 

This is the true story of the bear who inspired Winnie- the- Pooh 
and told by the real-life great-granddaughter of Harry Colebourn, 
a veterinarian on his way to tend horses in World War I.  He pur-
chased a baby bear which he rescued and named it Winnie after 
his hometown of Winnipeg, Canada, and took the bear to war.  It 
is a  remarkable journey from the fields of Canada to a convoy 
across the Atlantic Ocean to an army base in England.  Finally the 
bear ends up in the London Zoo where Winnie makes another new 
friend: a real boy named Christopher Robin Milne.  It ends with an 
album with notes and real photographs to document this event.  A 
great book to help students understand the social studies         
concepts of time, continuity and change along with people, places 
and environment.  

Recommended for Grades 2 to 8. 

THE 50 STATES by Gabrielle Balkin, illustrated by Sol Linero.  Wide Eye Editions/Quarto 
‘Press, 2015. Hardcover. ISBN 978-1847807113 

This is an inviting and colorful reference book.  There has never been an atlas like this!   
Each state has a page of colorful illustrations, notable residents, past and present and a 
timeline of important moments.  There are new discoveries with each reading.  At the end 
there is an excellent index to guide you.  A great resource for teachers and parents. 

Recommended for Grades 2 to 8 

GROVER CLEVELAND, AGAIN  ( A treasury of American Presidents) by Ken 
Burns and illustrated by Gerald Kelly.  Alfred A. Knopf, 2016.   

Hardcover,  ISBN 978-0-385-39210-5 

Ken Burns, the acclaimed documentary filmmaker, explores the legacy of 
each of America’s presidents with wit and wisdom, humor and heart, in a 
book created specifically for children.  Burns explains the importance of each 
presidency in ways that children can appreciate.  This book is a perfect gift for 
America’s young citizens, 

One that will change their approach to history and their understanding of 
what makes this country special.  At the beginning of the book there is a note 
from Ken Burns.  At the end of there are selected Presidential historic sites, 
an outstanding Glossary and a page of acknowledgments.   

Recommended for Grades 2 to 8. 
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PD Corner   

   

   

This year I was incredibly fortunate to have been selected as a Ford’s Theatre National Oratory Fellow.  

The National Oratory Fellows program is a professional development program for educators teaching 

Grades 5 to 8. Educators learn how to use oratory and performance as teaching strategies in history and 

ELA classrooms.  Throughout this school year and next, my students and I will video conference with a 

Ford’s  Teaching Artist who will guide us through learning skills related to public speaking and speech 

writing. In May of 2018 two of my students will be selected to attend and perform at the National     

Oratory Festival in Washington DC. We have been actively engaged in the program since late September 

and I can already see the benefits for both my students and myself. They are growing more confident 

and applying oratory strategies to every day learning and I have been working on integrating more     

oratory into my curriculum.  More information about this incredible program can be found on the Ford’s 

Theatre website: www.fords.org under the “education” tab.  

My Classroom is a Ford’s Oratory Classroom 

      By Caitlin Goodwin 

CNYCSS is CTLE CERTIFIED 

Some of you have inquired and many of you will know by the end of the year or by your birthday 
the importance of CTLE.  Continuing Teacher and Leader Education 
“The Board of Regents, at its March 2016 meeting adopted a new Subpart 80-6 of the Regulations 
of the Commissioner of Education to implement Chapter 56 of the Laws of 2015 relating to the reg-
istration process for any holder of a classroom teaching, school leader and teaching assistant cer-
tificate that is valid for life (Permanent, Professional and Level III Teaching Assistant) and the es-
tablishment of Continuing Teacher and Leader Education (CTLE) requirements for Professional 
and Level III Teaching Assistant certificate holders.” 
We submitted our application and have been approved and placed on the list of CTLE provid-
ers.  You can find our organization listed at http://www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/resteachers/
CTLESponsors.html.  Some of you  may have noticed that our certificates of attendance at the Oc-
tober PD Day reflect this change.  Please continue to keep in touch with us regarding any of your 
concerns about CTLE, however, please bear in mind that your Districts will have additional infor-
mation as well. 

http://www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/resteachers/CTLESponsors.html
http://www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/resteachers/CTLESponsors.html
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Eleventh in a series of reviews of books of importance to those interested in world history 

By John W. Langdon 

Continued on page 10 

Christopher Clark.  The Sleepwalkers: How Europe Went to War in 1914.  New York: Harper 

Perennial, 2013. 

         Sir Chris Clark, who was born in Australia, is the Regius Professor of History at Cambridge 

University in England.  He won widespread, well-deserved acclaim for his 2006 book, Iron   

Kingdom: The Rise and Downfall of Prussia, 1600-1947.  Seven years later he published The 

Sleepwalkers just in time for the centennial observance of the Crisis of July 1914 that led directly 

to World War I.  That book is, in effect, two separate books.  The first is fascinating, a sweeping 

treatment of Balkan history that should be read by everyone who is even remotely interested in 

that region of Europe.  The second, an analysis of the July Crisis, is a deeply flawed and             

potentially dangerous misreading of history that should be handled with extreme caution. 

          Clark begins with an excellent, richly detailed analysis of the nature of Serbian nationalism.  

That’s more valuable than you might think, because most books on the July Crisis simply take for 

granted that everyone knows why Serbia was antagonistic to Austria-Hungary.  Clark emphasizes 

the intrinsically violent nature of pan-Serbism and points out, clearly and convincingly, that     

fulfillment of its vision necessarily entailed war with Austria-Hungary.  Serbian prime minister    

Nikola Pašić wanted peace in order to rebuild the Serbian army after the Balkan Wars of 1912-13, 

but he knew that this would mean deferring the completion of Serbian expansion until war was 

once again possible.  And both parties knew that Balkan nationalism was as corrosive to the   

sovereignty of the Habsburg Monarchy as a bath in sulfuric acid.  It is difficult to see how         

pan-Serbism could have been rendered compatible with the continued existence of Austria-

Hungary. 

          The book presents a strong delineation of the contrast between the belligerent policies of 

the Chief of the Austro-Hungarian General Staff, General Conrad von Hotzendorf, and the policy 

proposals of the Archduke Franz Ferdinand, who hoped to restructure the Dual Monarchy’s     

imperial system by bringing in the South Slavs as full partners with the Austrians and the     

Hungarians.  The Archduke hoped to undercut pan-Serbism by convincing a critical mass of its 

supporters that they could get a better deal by cooperating with the Dual Monarchy than by     

attempting to destroy it.  But he had no control over policy while his uncle Franz Josef lived, and 

his murder in June 1914 relegated his proposals, whatever their innate value might have been, to 

the realm of counterfactual history, fit only for late-night docu-fiction on The History Channel. 
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Continued on page 11 

Continued from page 10 

          Clark situates Franz Ferdinand’s assassination in the midst of territorial redistributions and 

upheaval brought on by the Balkan Wars of 1912-13.  Those conflicts destroyed the balance of   

power in southeastern Europe and emboldened various nationalist and terrorist groups to organize 

energetically for a mighty effort to destroy the multinational Austro-Hungarian monarchy.         

Russia’s support for several of these groups was understandable in the short term but                    

incomprehensible in the long run, since the Russian Empire was as multinational as the Habsburg, 

and just as susceptible to corrosion by nationalist agitation.  Be that as it may, by June 1914 the 

Balkans were a witches’ cauldron more dangerous than the one in Macbeth, and when Gavrilo 

Princip and his confederates added eye of newt and toe of frog by killing the Archduke, the whole 

toxic mixture boiled over. 

          It is at this point (on page 404) that Clark begins the second of his two books.  In it he comes 

dangerously close to acting as an apologist for Austria-Hungary.  He states outright that Austria 

should have been permitted by the Entente to monitor and enforce Serbian compliance with        

legitimate Austrian demands.  In doing so he falls into an obvious trap.  By arguing that Austria’s 

demands, as embodied in its ultimatum to Serbia, were justified, Clark ignores the inescapable fact 

that those demands were pretexts for war and were never meant to be taken seriously.  The 

minutes of the Joint Ministerial Council meetings that authorized the ultimatum prove that it was 

designed to be unacceptable, and the foreign minister, Leopold Count Berchtold, admitted exactly 

that to Emperor Franz Josef.  The German ambassador to England, Prince Lichnowsky, informed 

his superiors in the midst of the crisis that Serbia’s conciliatory response to the ultimatum had 

thrown everyone at the Austrian embassy in London into despair: if Serbia accepted the                 

unacceptable ultimatum, peace would break out, and the opportunity to crush pan-Serbism would 

be lost, possibly forever.  Clark does not address, as every historian of the July Crisis must, the    

incontrovertible fact that among all the capitals of the Great Powers of Europe, the desire for war 

was present only in Vienna.  To argue that the other nations should have allowed Austria to enforce 

demands that were never designed to be enforceable is to create an alternative reality, one that  

never existed and could not have existed. 

          This innate bias in favor of Austria is clearly visible in Clark’s treatment of Russia’s role in the 

crisis.  To his credit, he rejects the preposterous, unsubstantiated contention of Sean McMeekin 

that Russia engineered the entire crisis in order to gain access of the Straits of the Dardanelles.  But 

he asserts that Russia is guilty of believing that an Austrian attack on Serbia must trigger a Russian 

counterattack, and then responding by “sleepwalking” into war.  Clark’s analysis falls short on two 

points:  (1) it was true that an Austrian attack on Serbia would force Russia to respond; and (2) 

Austria knew it and went ahead anyway.  Whatever lay behind Vienna’s decision, it certainly wasn’t 

sleepwalking. 



11 

2016-2017 Issue #1  November 2016 

           

 

 

 

 

 

Continued from page 11 

          And that, in the end, invalidates the second of Clark’s two-for-the-price-of-one books.  It 

gives me no pleasure to write this, because Clark quotes with approval my book and article on 

the subject and has written a wonderfully readable, meticulously researched book.  But in 

reaching the conclusion that Germany and Austria were no more to blame for the outbreak of 

war than anyone else, he is simply wrong.  He reaches a conclusion that was justifiable in the 

1930s, based on the extent of documentation available at the time, but that cannot be endorsed 

today.  The decision makers of July 1914 were not sleepwalking.  They knew perfectly well what 

they were doing; the documentation proves it.  To point out, as Clark quite rightly does, that 

they misread each other’s intentions does not mean that they slithered into war in a fit of      

absence of mind.  Germany gave Austria a blank check to do anything it wanted to do with    

Serbia.  Austria wrote in the amount, cashed the check, and started World War I.  Those are not 

interpretations; they are facts, and they cannot be wished away. 

          Hans-Ulrich Wehler of the University of Bielefeld pointed out, in a review of                    

The Sleepwalkers, that Clark carefully researched and catalogued all the factors pointing to 

German and Austrian responsibility for starting the war, only to “verblüffend einseitig          

eliminiert” (cast most of them aside with bewildering one-sidedness).  In 2015 Sir Chris was 

knighted in recognition of his diligent work in the cause of Anglo-German friendship.  Had that 

honor been based solely on Iron Kingdom, I would have applauded it unreservedly.  But basing 

it in part on The Sleepwalkers means grounding better Anglo-German relations in an               

inaccurate perception of what really happened in July 1914.  That is too high a price to pay. 
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CNYCSS Members and CNY Social Studies Teachers: 
 

You are invited to host a SUNY Cortland student teacher during the Spring semester of 2017 or to have 

Field Experience students assist in your classroom during the Spring, 2017 semester. All placements are 
made through our Field Placement coordinator, Mary Reagan. If interested, please complete the form below 

or send the information to mary.reagan@cortland.edu or fax this to (607) 753-5966. 

 

Name_________________________________School______________________________ 

 

Grade level taught_________________ Principal_______________________________ 

 

Preferences: 

 

_________Host field experience students, Spring, 2017 

 

_________*Be a Cooperating Teacher for a student teacher, 3rd quarter, Monday, 

    January 23rd – Friday, March 17th, 2017 

 

_________* Be a Cooperating Teacher for a student teacher, 4th  quarter, Monday, March 20th  – Wednesday, 

May 10th, 2017 

 

Names of colleagues who might also be interested:___________________________________ 

 

*SUNY mandated compensation for cooperating teachers: $250 tuition voucher or $200 cash stipend. (We’re 

working on getting this increased.) 

 

Many thanks for considering hosting! 

 

Jim Miller 

SUNY Cortland History Department 

CNYCSS Board Member 

 

mailto:mary.reagan@cortland.edu
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2016 Professional Development Day 
 The Central New York Council of the Social Studies annual Professional Development Day,      

October 25 2016 Edition was once again a truly gratifying success.  

 Held again at the Carnegie Conference Center in Cicero, our attendance and participation 

was outstanding, including many veteran conferees, many more newcomers and a particularly         

gratifying number of Elementary as well as Middle and High School educators. 

 As expected, there were much-applauded presentations by our annual  "Rock Stars" John 

(Mick Jagger) Langdon and Keith (Justin Tim-

berlake) Bybee, as well as a "back by popular 

demand" presentation from Radha Kumar, 

whose initial appearance at PD Day 2015    

demanded a return appearance. Their topics 

(NATO, the Middle East and the Islamic World 

in 2016, Constitutional Law and its Impact on 

Discrimination, and Religion in India's Politics) 

provided much food for thought as well as   

future lesson plans for teachers K-12. 

 This year's SRO session, however, be-

longed to Chris Faricy, whose enthusiastic PD 

Day  audience apparently matched his usual 

crowded class sessions at the Maxwell School at SU. His session on the 2016 Election and      

possible Political Party Re-Alignment and the prospects for lessening Polarization in our Society 

was extremely thought-provoking. 

 Called in as a "pinch-hitter" for Catherine Richardson, Kathy Murphy did an outstanding job 

of  informing her audience about the possibilities of Government mergers and modernization in      

Onondaga County. This proved of special interest to Elementary, as well as US History and 

Participation in Government teachers. 

 We also welcomed a return appearance from St. Lawrence Professor Howard Eissenstadt 

whose insights into the "Ottoman Legacy of the Modern Middle East" was very instructive and  

particularly pertinent for Global History teachers. 
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 2016 Professional Development Day 

Kudos are also due to Mary Duffin for organizing the outstanding presentation for K-12 teachers 

highlighting the Opportunities offered at Central New York Museums and Historic Sites,       

demonstrated by Presenters from the Chittenango Landing Canal Boat Museum, the Peterboro 

National Abolition Hall of Fame and the Seward House Museum, in addition to our                   

ever-expanding Museum Row exhibits. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, teachers at all levels were more than well-served in the thoughtful and practically           

applicable presentations of CNYCSS/ OCM-Boces stalwart Jenny Fanelli, and in those of State 

Ed's Pat Polan and our own Donna Merlau. And, in another truly insightful History Lesson, the 

presentation of our own Chuck Coon! 

 Happily, we already have a number of suggestions for Presenters 

and Presentations for PD Day 2017! 

 

Finally, thanks are due, in alphabetical order, to Lynette Avery, Tom Bennett, Chuck Coon, 

Kathryn Daughton, Rob DeMass, Mary Duffin, Jim Doherty, Jenny Fanelli, Caitlin Goodwin, Kate 

Gross, Marcus Guy, Troy Killian, John Langdon President Erica Martin, Jen Medwed,  

Cassie Moore, Scott Peal, Carrie-Ann Ronalds, Sarah Schultheis and  Nick Stamoulacatos  and 

all others who lent these Board members a hand. 

 

THANK YOU ALL AGAIN! Vince Monterosso 
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PD Day Session Highlights 

The Middle East & the Islamic World in 2016 - John Langdon, LeMoyne College 

John Langdon presented to a packed room on the current state of the Middle East. His talk centered around the 

theme that the problems of the Middle East today all extend from decolonization in the post-WWII era. Langdon 

traced the path from decolonization to modern crises in Yemen, Nigeria, South Sudan, and Syria. One of his most 

compelling arguments was that there is not really a best case outcome for the United States in Syria, because       

neither the government, ISIS, nor opposition groups can be classified as the "good guys" in the fight. While the    

overall outlook was quite bleak, he did mention that the Iran deal and potential for Egypt and Israel to work on 

"under the table" cooperation were potential bright spots in the region.  

Political Parties and the 2016 Election - Christopher Faricy, Syracuse University 

Christopher Faricy presented on the 2016 election and offered great insight into uniqueness of Donald Trump's    

candidacy from a data-based political science perspective. He first analyzed the primaries for both parties, arguing 

that the primary system is largely designed to allow party leaders to influence and decide the candidate choice. He      

argued that in this election it worked for the Democrats, but not for the Republicans. The elites coalesced around 

Clinton, as expected, but did not decide on a can didate for the Republicans, which left room for Trump - bolstered 

by the "free media" he benefited from throughout the election. Ultimately, Faricy used historical and polling data to 

make the argument for why Clinton would ultimately win the election. Of course, the final result, much like the rest 

of the 2016 election season defied the historical trends and political science theories that have typically been         

reliable in the past.  

Constitutional Law and Discrimination - Keith Bybee, Syracuse University College of Law 

Keith Bybee presented on the key doctrines of constitutional law and walked participants through the court's 

thought process in cases dealing with equal protection and implied fundamental rights. For equal protection cases, 

he explained how both "Rational Basis Review" and "Strict Scrutiny" are applied by the courts and used the case 

study of Fisher v. University of Texas (2016). For implied fundamental rights cases, he walked participants through 

the process of "finding" a fundamental right and how these rights can be protected and re-interpreted over time, 

using the case study of Obergefell v. Hodges (2015). His       commentary was especially useful for classroom       

teachers, because he provided a clear process for going through Supreme Court decisions with students in a way 

they could understand.  

Religion in Indian Politics– Radha Kumar, Maxwell School,  Syracuse University 

It was clear to see why Dr. Radha Kumar was among the favorites for the 2015 PD Day.  This year Radha gave us a 

treasure trove of information about a real "enduring issue" -- a subject that has been central to the history of the 

Indian subcontinent for centuries.  She organized that information beautifully and practically, giving us a structure to 

use in teaching our students about a delicate, highly controversial set of issues that all students of world history 

need to acknowledge and study.  Hopefully she will continue to share her expertise and enthusiasm with us on     

future PD days.  

 

Continued on page 16 
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PD Day Session Highlights 

The Cuban Slave Trade and the African Diaspora of Slavery, Plantations and Slave Runaways– Theresa 

Singleton, Maxwell School, Syracuse University 

The CNYCSS was very pleased to welcome Dr. Singleton who’s 30 years of research and archaeological fieldwork on 

slavery and plantation life provided an insightful perspective into her findings in coastal Georgia and other various 

Caribbean sites. Conference attendees were provided an overview of the cultural origins of the Gullah Geechee, 

who’s heritage survived to the present day. Dr. Singleton then discussed some unusual findings on the Island of Cuba 

at Santa Ana de Biajacas. She provided social studies professionals working in various grade levels with a perspective 

of plantation life that textbooks simply don’t adequately cover, yet would be compelling to students and is an inte-

gral part of the historical narrative. Such as: a slaves typical diet, the types of slave dwellings and why a particular 

types would be built in certain locations, how nocturnal departures were common, where slaves went when they 

ran away on the island of Cuba, how laws were passed to reduce nocturnal departures or movement of slaves at 

night, and how caves and overhanging geographic features played an important role in the lives of runaway slaves. 

The highlight of the lecture was the discussion of a particular walled in enclosure and the possible theories for why it 

was built, the purpose it served, and how the enslaved inhabitants responded to living in such an enclosure. Dr.    

Singleton is currently working on a project mapping the enslaved runaway landscapes in Hispaniola from 1521-1804, 

and hopes to create an open access digital atlas of her findings.  

 

 

Lunchtime Keynote— Donna Merlau, NYSED 

This year’s conference featured a lunchtime keynote, delivered by long-time CNYCSS member Donna Merlau.  Donna 

is an Associate in Instructional Services for the Office of Assessment at NYSED.  Prior to her position at State Ed, Don-

na was a long-time social studies teacher at Onondaga Central Schools.  We welcomed Donna home this October, 

where she shared the latest timeline for implementation of the new Global and US History and Geography regents 

exams, in line with the adoption schedule of the new K-12 Framework.  Donna took time to explain the transition 

and to encourage teachers to continue to adapt to the new Framework, particularly the 6 Social Studies Practic-

es.  Donna also clarified NYSED’s plan for test development, which will be conducted by NYS teachers in concert with 

her office.  Donna encouraged all teachers to be clear that the tests are changing, but that we are all being given 

time to develop new strategies, curricula and professional development that will support students in adapting to 

new expectations.  Donna will continue to keep the field abreast of developments with the assessments via SED 

memos, and her wonderful outreach through BOCES and State and local Social Studies Councils.  We are so grateful 

for Donna’s time with us and her commitment to students and teachers’ clear understanding of new and effective 

social studies standards.      
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Teaching Social Studies= Getting to the Source(s) 

By Jenny Fanelli 

In the last couple of weeks, I have had several occasions to work with social studies teachers from around Central New York as 

well as working with pre-service teachers in my class at SUNY Cortland. I have found an ongoing theme in many of these encoun-

ters: Teachers want to teach social studies in ways that engage students and give them opportunities to interact with history in au-

thentic ways by using primary sources. It is what is the basis for the Social Studies Practices in the NYS K-12 Framework and is 

certainly at the heart of the C3 Framework and the Inquiry Arc. 

 

The challenges are finding, adapting and modifying those sources for classroom use and finding the time to do those things. There 

are no easy answers to this dilemma. This whole process just takes time: time to look through resource books, time to find useful 

websites and then sift through thousands of documents and materials online. If teachers are lucky, they might have supplemental 

materials from publishers that provide suggestions or even actual primary sources to use that support the content and skills they 

are teaching. More likely, however, you are starting from scratch to find appropriate sources that get at the ideas and concepts you 

want students to think about. It’s a monumental task! 

 

Then what? Finding the sources is only the beginning. No matter what grade level or what content area, teachers have students 

who vary widely in their ability to read and process complex text. How can teachers provide their students with primary docu-

ments that are nearly impossible to read in their original form? Of course, photos, paintings, cartoons, artifacts (or photos of them), 

videos, and maps are all good ways to engage students with social studies concepts in authentic ways. For these types of sources, 

reading is less crucial to understanding. However, teachers also need to get students to grapple with primary text sources. For text 

sources, teachers must consider modifying and scaffolding them so that students have a chance to read and make sense of them.  

In their article Tampering with History, Sam Wineburg and Daisy Martin offer several suggestions about how to modify text    

documents: 

 

Focusing: Focus students’ attention on the most important ideas and concepts, teachers should excerpt documents limiting no 

more than 200-300 words. By providing students with smaller chunks of text to read, it is m ore likely that they will read 

carefully. 

Simplification: Simplify complex sentences and syntax, conventionalizing archaic spelling, punctuation, and capitalization 

and change some of the most challenging vocabulary to make the text more accessible, especially to struggling students. 

Vocabulary can also be supported by providing student-friendly definitions in a word bank or in the margins. 

Presentation: Larger font of at least 16 point and wide margins are less overwhelming than small densely packed text and 

students the space to annotate and underline as they read. 

 

Good examples of these modifications can be found in the documents of the Stanford History Education Group’s                     

Reading Like a Historian Curriculum. Documents in both the US History and World History lessons have been excerpted,      

modified and scaffolded using the methods outlined in the article. 

 

 

Continued on page 18 

https://sheg.stanford.edu/rlh
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 Continued from page 17 

Now back to the issue of time. There is no getting around the fact that this process takes time. However, a couple of ideas might 

make the process a little less daunting. First, collaboration here is key. If you have colleagues who teach the same content, band 

together, divide and conquer, slice up the work into smaller chunk and begin to develop a bank of good, modified and scaffolded 

sources that work well with your students. If you are a department of one, find colleagues in other schools who might be willing 

to work together on a project like this.  

A second idea is a recent discovery thanks to Colleen Crissell of the RSE-TASC at OCM BOCES. Rewordify.com is an online 

tool that simplifies the vocabulary in a piece of text. You cut and paste the text into the rewordifier, choose how much vocabu-

lary to simplify and how to display the text. And voila! Here is a snapshot of the Gettysburg Address displayed in two columns 

with the rewordified text on the right: 

 
It’s not perfect in how it rewordifies, but I think it may have the potential to make teachers’ work with sources a bit easier. 

What are some sources for working with sources that you have found helpful? Let me know and I will pass along your           

suggestions!       

 

Cheers,  

Jenny 

 

Wineburg, Sam, and Daisy Martin. "Tampering with History: Adapting Primary Sources for Stuggling Readers." Social Educa-

tion (National Council for History Education) 73, no. 5 (2009): 212-216. 

 

https://rewordify.com/index.php
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Tech Corner 
By Heather Turner, Teacher Librarian, Fabius Pompey Schools 

TeenTribune from Smithsonian is a great resource for news articles.  It gives you the ability to change the lexile of 

the article to make it more approachable for all levels of students (500 to 1600 lexile level articles included).  There 

are very few ads which makes the site clean and limits distractions.  Articles   contain quizzes and critical thinking 

questions that personalize and extend the learning experience. The site covers subjects that kids will find            

interesting, and they can post comments and discuss articles.  A great resource for current events.  There is also a 

teacher component which allows you to create a classroom and assign articles.  You can upload a list of students 

which saves on inviting students to create an account on yet another website. 

In addition, Google News has newspapers from around the world in a variety of languages.  You can see photos of 

the actual newspaper.  Even though they are photos the newspaper articles are searchable.  The archive is          

extensive with newspapers dating back to the 1800s!  A project on advertisements throughout history is possible 

with this type of resource. I have found it very interesting to have students look at the differences in reporting    

today and throughout history.  History is everything and everything has a history.  

Timelines are very popular in History classes and one of the easiest and best I have found is from  Northwestern 

University called JS Timeline.  You make a copy of their spreadsheet, input the information for the timeline, and 

finally publish the sheet through their website and it creates a beautiful timeline.  You can make as many as you 

like and embed them within your own website.  You can make the timeline as complex or simple as you like. 

Experience a full Victorian Christmas with all the trimmings and 

trappings. Costumed guides lead candlelit tours of the home, 

which is decorated in holiday splendor by local florists. As visi-

tors learn about Christmas traditions of the Sewards, actors 

portraying various members of the family emerge to share 

heart-warming holiday memories gleaned from their letters and 

diaries. The evening ends with timeless carols sung around the 

family’s 1872 Steinway piano.  

Admission: Adults $15, Children (12 and under) $8. 

Space limited. Prepaid reservations required. 

Holidays at the Seward House Museum 
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1. Australia 

2. Philippines 

3. Andorra 

4. Myanmar 

5. Mauritania 

6. Greece 

7. Qatar 

8. Jordan 

9. Maldives 

10. Croatia 

11. Honduras 

12. Tuvalu 

13. Senegal 

14. Seychelles 

15. Nicaragua 

16. Antigua and Barbuda 

17. Sweden 

18. Vatican City 

19. Madagascar 

20. Bangladesh 

21. Malawi 

22. Brazil  

23. Finland 

24. Eritrea 

25. El Salvador 

26. Somalia 

27. Thailand 

28. Kiribati 

29. Bosnia and Herzegovina 

30. St. Vincent and the Grenadines 

31. Venezuela 

32. Nepal 

33. Cuba 

34. Cyprus 

35. Dominican Republic 

36. Portugal 

37. Dominica 

38. Japan 

39. Czech Republic 

40. Bahrain 

41. Bahamas 

42. Barbados 

43. Ghana 

44. Lebanon 

45. India 

46. Poland 

47. Iran 

48. Luxembourg 

49. Mauritius 

50. Haiti 

51. China 

52. Belgium 

53. Uganda 

54. Ukraine 

55. Peru 

56. Paraguay 

57. United States 

58. Georgia 

59. Moldova 

60. Canada 

61. Kuwait 

62. Laos 

63. Sierra Leone 

64. Uruguay 

65. Chile 

66. Central African Republic 

67. Colombia 

68. San Marino 

69. Guinea 

70. Algeria 

71. Guyana 

72. Oman 

73. Panama 

74. Fiji 

75. Spain 

76. Nauru 

77. South Africa 

78. Afghanistan 

79. Angola 

80. Burundi 

81. Mali 

82. New Zealand 

83. Chad  

84. Argentina 

85. Morocco 

86. Sudan 

87. Ireland 

88. Italy  

89. Cape Verde 

90. Djibouti 

91. Romania 

92. Israel 

93. Belarus 

94. Bhutan 

95. Benin 

96. Turkey 

97. Solomon Islands 

98. Bulgaria 

99. Zambia 

100. Egypt 

101. Belize 

102. Congo 

103. Gabon 

104. Germany 

105. Samoa 

106. Iraq 

107. United Kingdom 

108. Jamaica 

109. Estonia 

110. Malta 

111. Ethiopia 

112. Latvia 

113. Kenya 

114. Grenada 

115. Iceland  

116. Cameroon 

117. Costa Rica 

118. Denmark 

119. Hungary 

120. Indonesia 

121. Kazakhstan 

122. Trinidad &Tobago 

123. Tonga 

124. Surinam 

125. St. Lucia 

126. Tunisia 

127. Taiwan 

128. Vanuatu 

129. Mexico 

130. Ecuador 

131. Yemen 

132. Saudi Arabia 

133. Togo 

134. Congo 

135. Palau 

136. Equatorial Guinea 

137. Papua New Guinea 

138. Liberia 

139. Tanzania 

140. Russia 

141. Pakistan 

142. Norway 

143. Singapore 

144. Albania 

145. Austria 

146. Armenia 

147. Liechtenstein 

148. Guatemala 

149. Comoros 

150. South Korea 

151. Botswana 

152. Bolivia 

153. Azerbaijan 

154. Cote D’Ivoire 

155. Mongolia 

156. Sao Tome & Principe 

157. Turkmenistan 

158. Niger 

159. Micronesia 

160. Malaysia 

161. Namibia 

162. Netherlands 

163. Mozambique 

164. South Sudan 

165. Kyrgyzstan 

166. North Korea 

167. Vietnam 

168. Serbia 

169. Nigeria 

170. Monaco 

171. Macedonia 

172. Brunei 

173. Burkina Faso 

174. Guinea Bissau 

175. United Arab Emirates 

176. Slovakia 

177. Syria 

178. Rwanda 

179. Marshall Islands 

180. Lithuania 

181. Zimbabwe 

182. Lesotho 

183. Cambodia 

184. Slovenia 

185. France 

186. Tajikistan 

187. Gambia 

188. Uzbekistan 

189. Libya 

190. St. Kitts & Nevis 

191. Switzerland 

192. Sri Lanka 

193. Swaziland 

194. Montenegro 

195. East Timo,r 

As Promised, The Answer Key to “Where in the World?” from our Spring 
2016 Newsletter 
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